The 3 “C”s of Curb Appeal

You may not be able to judge a book by its cover but most home buyers will judge your house that way. First appearances are crucial to selling your home and it is important to realize the first appearance is the view from the street. Most home buyers do not want to look at every house in the city so they will narrow down their choices based on curb appeal. Still have your doubts about the importance of curb appeal? Even Home and Garden Television realized its importance and dedicated a weekly show to this topic entitled, “Curb Appeal.” 

As with all the rooms in your house, you must examine them as objectively as possible and try to see your house through a potential home buyer’s eyes. It can be hard to separate ourselves from our home emotionally in order to see it clearly, so we’ve provided two simple steps to help.

#1) Get a full view of your home. 

Walk across the street or to the end of the driveway; you may even want to drive by your home without stopping to take in the view like a potential buyer might. Make sure you take everything in, since you know your home so well and already have an idea of what you expect to see you might overlook something important if you do not stop and consciously take in every aspect of your home.

#2) Make a list. 

Take inventory of the good and the bad. What are the pluses of your home’s exterior? What are the minuses? What gives your home a positive feeling? Is there anything that gives it a negative feeling? If you own a digital camera take a picture of your home. Examine it in color and then switch to black and white; this will help you notice good and bad things you might have missed before.

--You should go through these two steps twice, once during the day and again just after sundown. Potential home buyers will also be examining your home at these times so to maximize your curb appeal you need to see what works and what doesn’t during the day and the night.

Now that you have your list of the positive and negatives examine each using the 3 C’s of curb appeal. These 3 C’s will help you enhance the positive and minimize the negative.

#1 – C LEAN

The cleanliness of the outside of your home is just as important as the cleanliness of the inside. Windows and gutters should be clean, dirty siding and decks should be pressure washed, any mold or mildew on the roof, house, sidewalks or driveway should be killed. Sidewalks, driveways and lawns should be free of clutter including toys and garden tools. You want potential home buyers to be able to picture themselves owning the home, if they are distracted by the dirt or avoiding clutter around the yard they will not be able to do this. Keep the outside clean and you will keep the potential home buyer’s full attention, leave things dirty and they may not even look inside.

#2 – C ARE

Think lawn care. No matter how much you hate it you should mow your lawn regularly and keep it free of weeds. This includes edging sidewalks and removing any vegetation growing between concrete sections or brick. Leaves should be raked and disposed of, even if you have a wooded lot. Some home buyers may not mind leaves on your lawn, but some will lose interest because of it. Make sure you don’t lose out on a buyer because of lawn care. Lastly, trim any tree limbs that are near of touching the roof. It is important to note that some lawn care additions can be helpful, a few simple flowers or plants, but the opposite can also be true. Any large, obtrusive plants, trees, garden gnomes or other objects may actually be taking away from your home’s curb appeal. Make sure you think through removing any such objects in your lawn. 

#3 – C HARACTER

A few simple additions and improvements can add do wonders for the character of your house and decrease its time on the market. It can be as simple as making sure all outside lights have working light bulbs in them. Adding a decorative street lamp, updating porch light fixtures or stringing low voltage lights around the sidewalk or drive can also be a cost effective way to add character and enhance curb appeal. Also, consider updating your front door. A new front door, new hardware, new staining or a new paint job can also be ways to freshen your homes appearance, adding character and curb appeal. Repainting your house can also add character, show the house has been cared for and make it look clean. If it is in your price range, painting may be a worthwhile option. 

A little time, energy and planning can do wonders for your home’s curb appeal. Increasing the curb appeal means less time on the market and more money in your pocket. Remember-most potential home buyers will not be able to visualize changes and those who can will expect you to lower the cost to compensate for the work if you will not make the changes yourself. Identify the areas you can improve and make those changes, the sale might depend on it.

