FINDING A QUALIFIED HOME INSPECTOR

This short outline that will help you answer this question:

Ask for opinions from…

· Friends who have had inspections recently 

Did their inspection go well?

· Your Real Estate Agent.


They work with inspections every day


They know the good and bad inspectors 


They should be able to give several references, not just one

Ask what will be covered in the inspection.

· Find out what systems will be covered during the inspection?

· Find out if you will be given a detailed report covering items of concern.


Should include a checklist showing results for all systems evaluated.


Should include reports in paragraph form.

· Find out if there are extra fees for certain services such as a septic systems, pools, sprinkler systems.  


A septic report is required for FHA and VA financing.

Doing it at the same time as the home inspection is usually less expensive than bringing out the inspector at a later time.

· Ask for a time estimate.


A thorough inspection should last between 2 and 5 hours depending on the size and condition of the property.

Important Questions

· Is the inspector licensed? (Oklahoma requires that home inspectors are licensed)

· When will you receive the report? The quicker you receive the report the easier it will be for you to thoroughly evaluate the report.

· Does the home inspector perform repairs on properties they inspect? (This is illegal in Oklahoma)

· Where was the inspector trained? What is his/her educational background and field of expertise (no one is “born” a home inspector)?

· Will the inspector “show you around” the home.

· How long has the inspector been an inspector?

· Are they familiar with any “inherent “ problems in the neighborhood that your property is located in.

· Does he or she attend continuing education classes?

· Is the inspector involved in a professional organization and if so what are the requirements to belong?


Membership should require more than an application fee.

. Special Note

· If a structural inspection is needed, the lender will expect a licensed inspector or possibly a structural engineer to evaluate the property further .A good home inspector should be able to discern this information for you.


Statements in the pest report or appraisal will sometimes call for a structural inspection also.

.

Inspection Day

· Attend the inspection yourself!


Inspectors note all major and minor problems.


Minor problems make buyers nervous.

If you are aware of the minor problems you will have a better understanding of what is and is not an issue. Ask questions. Remember the home inspector is working for you. It is a good practice to take notes about any concerns you might have regarding the condition of the home  during  your walkthroughs of the home. One other concern is to allow the home inspector to do his job with few interruptions. This helps insure a thorough inspection since most home inspectors follow a routine that when deviated from could cause a loss of information. Try to address most concerns before and after the inspection process. 

